
Rules of the road
apply to cyclists
To the Editor
     Thank you, Tyler Levine, for
your comprehensive article
“Rules of the Road apply to cy-
clists as well as motorists.” If
only cyclists took this to heart.
Some days I feel I see the ma-
jority of bikes going the wrong
way on one-way streets, and
with arrogance as they jump
onto the sidewalks to avoid on-
coming traffic. I sure wish
someone would come up with
an enforceable solution to this
problem. It doesn't seem our
bike police have any authority
or willingness to confront the
riders. 
     To me an even more serious
offense is the large number of
bikes without lights at night.
This is a major safety issue. I
think a law should be
written/enforced whereby tick-
ets are given for non-compli-
ance. Perhaps a $100 fine with
the caveat that if the biker then
proves he has purchased and
installed a light, the police de-
partment would give him a $50
refund. Lights costs about $40
to $50, so there should be some
incentive here. I realize this
needs manpower to police, but
I'll bet the real threat of a $100
fine just might wake riders up.

CAROLYN MACKENZIE

Sad to see misinfo in
anti-SBPF ad
To the Editor:
     This letter probably should
have been written sooner but I
wanted to wait until I wasn't so
angry. I then realized I was con-
fusing anger with sadness. I
have spent the last three
decades as a summer or year-
round resident of Sconset and I
am sad that so much false infor-
mation about the Sconset
Beach Preservation Fund is
flooding our community and
taking hold in the court of pub-
lic opinion. I should admit that
I have had questions about the
SBPF and the geotube project
but am now fully supportive of
these efforts. I like to think this
comes from keeping an open
mind and being willing to edu-
cate myself about this project.
It is very difficult to counter a
paid political advertisement
that uses inflammatory photos
bearing no resemblance to the
finished project. There are no
huge pieces of earth-moving
equipment permanently located
on the Sconset beach as these
photos would lead you to be-
lieve. If you have any interest
and are willing to keep an open
mind I urge you to visit the ob-
servation site at 87 Baxter
Road to see the geotube project
and then decide for yourself. If
you are so inclined, go down to
the beach and see the geotube
project up close. Even during
storm tides there is plenty of ac-
cess for a walk along the beach. 
     I know residents of Squam
and Quidnet have valid con-
cerns regarding scouring and
down-drift damage to their
shoreline and beaches, but so
much has been done by the
SBPF to address these con-
cerns. There is a sand-mitiga-
tion program in place that
addresses both the short and
long term. The SBPF has com-
mitted to replenish the sand in
a greater amount than would
ordinarily wash away if the ge-
otube project didn't exist. Addi-
tionally there is a cash escrow
account, on deposit with the
town, in an amount sufficient to
remove the geotube project if it
is proven to cause harm or if the
SBPF abandons its sand-miti-
gation program. 
     The SBPF and the geotube
project have never been about
just “saving a few houses,” as
opposition to the project would
like you to believe. It is about so
much more than that. It is
about a community, our island
and a way of life.

KIT MURPHY

Donors of Sconset
property hoping for
playground soon
To the Editor:
     We have been reading the
articles about the proposed new
playground in Siasconset with
great interest. As the former
owners of the property in ques-

tion, we would like to clear up
some of the misconceptions that
have arisen about the nature of
our gift of our land to the Scon-
set Trust and our intent for the
use of the property. Approxi-
mately 23 years ago in the af-
termath of the Halloween
nor’easter, much of the beach-
front property in Codfish Park
was either washed out to sea or
imperiled by aggressive erosion.
The children’s playground area
was also threatened, as was
Codfish Park Road. We decided
to purchase land on Morey
Lane and move our house from
its Codfish Park location up to
Morey Lane, where we have
been living as summer resi-
dents for 22 years and active in
the Sconset community. 
     We gave our land at 4 Cod-
fish Park to the Sconset Trust
and asked that the children’s
playground, which was in dan-
ger of falling into the ocean, be
moved to our land, about 500
yards from its beachside loca-
tion. Our four children loved to
play on the swings and slide
and we felt that it was impor-
tant for the community of Sias-
conset to preserve the children’s
playground. The arguments
being posited against the build-
ing of a new playground seem to
us to go against everything that
we hold dear about Sconset.
     This community is unique
and remains a wonderful, gen-
tle throwback to an era when
life was about the simple pleas-
ures of children riding their
bikes to the Casino for tennis or
to the Sconset Market for ice
cream and to the playground to
swing on the swings. This is the
gentle life our children grew up
with and the experience we
want for our grandchildren. We
support and are thrilled with
the idea of an updated and safe
playground that our grandchil-
dren and their children will
enjoy for years to come.
TERRY & GENE LOCKHART

Sconset/Quidnet
fighting a sad affair
To the Editor:
     Name-calling – such as that
in Mr. Hostetter's angry re-
sponse last week to our ad pub-
lished on July 24 – contributes
nothing to a reasoned discus-
sion of an important issue of
public policy for the entire is-
land. As president of the neigh-
borhood organization which
organized the ad's creation and
paid for its publication, I affirm
that every statement of fact
made in that ad can be easily
verified.
     The law of the state is what
it says, including possible ex-
ceptions; and during the many
hours last summer of hearings
before the ConCom, there was
plenty of support for generaliza-
tions about how the law of na-
ture works with seawalls. The
ConCom's scientific and techni-
cal conclusions were not simply
rejected by the state DEP. The
geotubes' installation was com-
pleted, at the acknowledged
risk of the applicants, and the
ConCom has now issued the de-

nial which is currently under
appeal. On the other hand, the
photographs in the ad speak for
themselves.

RICHARD PETERSON
President 

Quidnet Squam Association

Biking, thinking,
appreciating 
To the Editor:
     Sunday began with rain, a
cold rain from the east and low-
ering clouds that confirmed a
discouraging forecast. But
shortly after noon, some wan
rays of sun raised both the tem-
perature and my spirits so I
pulled my trusty bike out of the
shed and saddled up. I would
have taken a nap instead, but a
steady pounding of particularly
abominable rock music coming
from what I thought was a rude
neighbor’s house had driven me
off the couch on the porch.
When I was seated on the bike,
I realized first, that I have very
nice neighbors and second, that
the “music” was traveling on the
wings of the fog all the way
from Tom Nevers Head where a
so called “music festival” was in
full cry. As I coasted down New
Street toward the Milestone
Road, the ugly sound disap-
peared, but I wondered how the
Selectmen could allow two days
of hideous noise pollution on
this lovely quiet island. Some-
one in authority will have to ex-
plain that to me. This isn’t
Coney Island. And how about
the folks who live out there in
Tom Nevers? Many are full-
time Nantucketers who work
feverishly all week and hope for
a day of rest. Why should they
be so abused? I love most music,
but I don’t think it’s right to in-
flict it on those who want to be
quiet.
     I settled onto the bike path
on Milestone Road and noted
the heavy traffic. Though it is a
rainy Sunday, it is early August,
the very peak of the season. The
wind was behind me as I
headed west, and suddenly re-
alized that this is my 78th sum-
mer here. My father brought
my mother and my sister here
when I was 7 years old. We
stayed in John Egle’s house on
Easton Street opposite the old
Gordon Folger Hotel. When I
was a teenager I worked in the
summers for Ernie King in his
boatyard next to the Island
Service Company on the harbor.

     I did odd jobs and taught
sailing in a Beetle Cat. All that
harbor frontage is gone now, re-
placed by the marina. Madaket
Marine is now the only real
boatyard on the island. I met
the girl of my dreams at Cliff-
side when we were less than 10.
We were married in 1951 and
honeymooned in a little coal-
stove-heated cottage on the Cliff
during the first two weeks of
September. We brought our
children here, but fled with
them to Sconset in 1960 when
the town was transformed into
something closer to the Hamp-
tons by Beinecke and his co-
conspirators.
     Continuing down the Mile-
stone Road, I made my way to a
perilous crossing to join the
Polpis bike path. There I imme-
diately noticed the recent heroic
work of the Department of Pub-
lic Works, who had slashed back
the bushes that encroach the
path for the first 100 yards.
How I wish I could control the
budget and work schedule of
the DPW for just a couple of
days. I would cut down all high
bushes at every intersection of
the Polpis bike path: 89 Polpis,
the Hoicks Hollow entrance and
above all, 68 Sankaty Ave., is a
particularly toxic deathtrap.
Bikers and car drivers need to
see each other if they are to
avoid collisions. I have seen sev-
eral close calls at those bush-en-
shrouded intersections. Nat
Lowell was wise in his letter to
the I&M of last week in which
he called for careful mainte-
nance of what we have before
we launch into grandiose ex-
pansions.
     But it is surely churlish to
complain about the bike path. It
is a glorious addition to island
life. Just try to bike on the Vine-
yard. There the bikers share the
road with the cars. Anyone who
bikes knows who wins that
competition.
     Soon I crossed the Wauwinet
Road. Up that road is the dirt
path to Polpis Harbor where my
1972 Marshall 15 catboat sits
safely at the mooring. I thought
of all my voyages across the
harbor in that perfect boat. I’ve
taught my grandsons to sail it.
I hope their children will as
well. As I crossed Hoicks Hollow
I came up onto the path that
winds by the beautiful Sankaty
Head Golf Course. Out there
were the foursomes battling
rain and fog in what may have
been their 54th hole played in
two days of external (and I hope
internal) liquification. I patted
my handlebars affectionately. I
may have been a bit chilly, but I
wasn’t trying to swing a club for
the umpteenth time with
clammy hands and aching feet
and shoulders.
     From that point on, home
was but moments away. Here I
am at 85, still wandering the
bike path. I love this island. I
have grown up here. So have
my children and grandchildren.
What more could anyone want?

DAVID G. NATHAN, M.D.
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“The most beautiful thing 
we can experience is the mysterious. 

It is the source of all true art and science.”

Albert Einstein
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Obituaries 
     Obituaries must be submitted to the newspaper by noon
Wednesday. As of June 2014, The Inquirer and Mirror charges for
printing of obituaries. Please e-mail newsroom@inkym.com for
rates and information.

First Birthdays 
     Provide the news desk with your child’s name, names of the par-
ents, siblings and grandparents that you’d like included by noon
on Tuesday. You can submit a photo, or if you would like us to take
a photograph, you must call the photo department by Monday noon
to schedule an appointment; Drop-ins will not be accepted. First-
birthday forms are also available at the front desk. Announcements
will be run either the week of, or the week after, the child’s birth-
day.

Island Calendar 
     The calendar is a free listing of events happening on the island
that are open to the public. Events that are priced over $10 that
are not advertised in the paper will not be listed. If you would like
your event listed in the calendar, please send your information to
newsroom@inkym.com by 4 p.m Friday.

Letters to the Editor 
     All letters must be received by noon Wednesday for publication
that week. They should be typed or clearly printed, signed and con-
tain a phone number and address for verification. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for length, grammar and clarity, and are published
on a space available basis.

     The Inquirer and Mirror begins printing the back sections of the
newspaper on Monday morning. Therefore, different parts of the
paper have different deadlines. While it’s strongly recommended
that you provide the newspaper with at least a week’s notice of the
event you’d like publicized, the following deadlines apply: 
     • Newsnotes: Noon Wednesday of the week in which you’d like
the item to appear.
     • Business Briefs: Noon Wednesday of the week in which you’d
like the item to appear.
     • Volunteer Opportunities: 4 p.m. of the Friday preceding
the issue in which you’d like the item to appear.
     • Sports Pressbox: Noon Tuesday of the week in which you’d
like the item to appear.
     • Milestones: Includes births, deaths, achievements and me-
morial services. Noon Wednesday of the week in which you’d like
the information to appear, with the exception of first birthdays. Pic-
tures taken by our photographers must taken by the Monday of
the week in which you’d like it to appear.
     • Celebrations: Includes weddings, engagements and mile-
stone anniversaries. These items run on a space-available basis.
Please submit engagements at least three months in advance of the
wedding, and wedding announcements within six months of the
event. The Inquirer and Mirror is also charging for these notices.
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     • Last week's article titled
“Island an entrance for immi-
grants’ American dream” in-
correctly stated that
Nantucket has the fourth
highest percentage minority
population in the state. It has
the fifth highest, as top-
ranked Suffolk County was
omitted.
     • In last week's story ti-
tled “Uncertain future for
young adults with autism,”
Autism Speaks vice presi-
dent of programs and serv-
ices Lisa Goring’s name was
spelled incorrectly.
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